
 
Myerstown Borough Council – Regular Meeting 

 Tuesday, December 10, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Tuesday, December 10, 2019 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, the President being in the chair and 
the Secretary being present. 

Present were:  President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Michael D. Behm, President Pro Tem Park W. 
Haverstick, II, Councilmembers Jeffrey L. Thomas, Eric L. Powell, Dana Reich and Ronald L. Ream, 
Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Solicitor Amy B. Leonard, Assistant Treasurer Jennifer Blatt, Assistant Manager 
Barry A. Ludwig, and Manager Michael R. McKenna. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:36 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Myerstown Community Center. 

Sheila Mastropietro of the Church World Service was in attendance to give a presentation on their 
Immigration and Refugee Program, and to ask Council to pass a Resolution consenting to the 
continued resettlement of refugees in the Borough.  She explained that Church World Service is an 
organization that administers refugee resettlement in the United States, and that the Borough is 
currently the home of resettled refugees who will likely be joined by family members in the upcoming 
year.  She explained that in the past, consent was not required by the municipality for resettlement 
within their jurisdiction, however, a recent executive order from the federal government now requires 
the consent of the municipality.  Therefore, unless Council acts to give consent for refugee 
resettlement, the family members of resettled refugees currently in the Borough cannot be resettled in 
the future.  Ms. Mastropietro answered questions from Council Members about the refugee 
resettlement program and the executive order from the federal government.  Alexandr Akulov of 
Lebanon City took the floor and addressed Council regarding the refugee resettlement program.  He 
explained that he and his family were persecuted in Russia for their religious beliefs, and that he came 
to the United States through the program.  He pointed to the many people who were in attendance, 
mostly his sons and daughters, and explained that they were all family members of his who had come 
through the program, and that some of them reside in Myerstown Borough.  He expressed his concern 
that he still has one son in Russia, and that the executive order would make it more difficult for him to 
be resettled.  President Rittle thanked Ms. Mastropietro for her presentation and thanked everyone in 
attendance for coming and announced that the meeting would adjourn to the Council Room.  

Council resumed their meeting in the Council Room.  President Rittle asked everyone to stand and 
recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve the minutes of the previous 
month’s regular Council meeting held on November 12, 2019.  Motion carried. 

The Chair opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. 

Brian Boltz of 16 W. Washington Ave. expressed concern about the plate in the sidewalk that is curled 
up at 11 W. Washington Ave.  Solicitor Leonard explained that she will be sending a letter to the 
property owners with the notice of violation.  

Jack and Kendra Hamlett of 401 S. Railroad St. expressed concern that during the Holiday Parade they 
were unable to gain access to their home while driving in their vehicle.  They claimed that the fire 
police would not let them through the barricade blocking their street, and that they were rude.  They 
are asking for compensation from Borough Council for their troubles.  Dana Reich moved and Eric L. 
Powell seconded to ask the Fire Police Captain to attend the next meeting of Borough Council to 
answer questions about this situation.  On a roll call vote, Bryan L. Rittle – yes; Michael D. Behm – yes; 
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Park W. Haverstick, II – no; Eric L. Powell – yes; Ronald L. Ream – yes; Jeffrey L. Thomas – no; Dana 
Reich – yes.  Motion carried.  Council Member Haverstick explained that he voted no because he felt 
the issue could be resolved outside of a Council meeting. 

The Chair moved on to the Reports of Officials.   The following reports were presented to Council and 
placed on file: Mayor’s Report, Code Enforcement Officer’s Report, Assistant Manager’s Report, 
Solicitor’s Report, and Manager’s Report. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
submitted and have it on file for audit.  Motion carried. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to approve the payment of bills as 
submitted.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve a request by the Evangelical 
Seminary to hold the 7th Annual Four Chaplains 5K Run on West Park Avenue on Saturday, February 1, 
2020.  Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve the 2020 meeting calendar for 
advertisement for meetings of the Borough Council, Borough Council Committee Meetings, the Zoning 
Hearing Board, the Planning Commission, the Recreation Commission, the Myerstown Water 
Authority, and the Sewer Advisory Committee.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to accept a proposal from Arbitrage 
Rebate Counselors, LLC to perform a 5-Year Arbitrage Calculation for the Borough’s 2014A and 2014B 
Notes for $1,600.  Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to approve Ordinance 852 – An Ordinance 
Amending Ordinances #779 and #780 and the Amendments Thereto, by Amending the Provisions for 
Administration and Enforcement of the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code and repealing the 
Enabling Ordinance for the Intermunicipal Agreement Establishing the Lebanon County Code 
Appeals Board.  Motion carried.  

The 2020 General Budgets, Wastewater Budgets, and Special Budgets were presented to Council for 
approval.  Dane Bicher of 425 S. Broad St. had several questions regarding specifics of certain line items 
in the budget, which were answered or clarified by Manager McKenna.  Michael D. Behm moved and 
Eric L. Powell seconded to approve the 2020 General Budgets (Operating and Reserve), Wastewater 
Budgets (Operating, Reserve, and Debt Service), and Special Budgets (MS4, Pool, Street Light, 
Municipal Center, Liquid Fuels, Capital Reserve, Sestercentennial, Revenue Bond, Unemployment 
Compensation).  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve Resolution 2019-23 – Taxation 
Rates for Real Estate Tax Rate and Street Light Tax Rate for the year 2020.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve Resolution 2019-24 – Taxation 
rates – Local Tax Enabling Act 511 for 2020.  Motion carried. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve Resolution 2019-25 – Record 
Disposition.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve Resolution 2019-26 – 
Escalation Clause.  Motion carried. 
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Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve Resolution 2019-27 – Fee Schedule for 
2020.  Motion carried. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve Council may approve Resolution 
2019-28 – Wage Resolution for 2020.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve to designate the room outside the 
Communications & Development Officer’s office at the Myerstown Community Center as the location 
of the small business resource center being established through an Early Intervention Program grant 
from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Motion carried.  

Dana Reich moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to approve for the Borough Manager and 
Solicitor to draft a Memorandum of Understanding establishing a partnership between the Borough, 
the Myerstown Vitality Partnership, and The Center for Entrepreneurial Excellence for the operation 
and management of the small business resource center.  Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve to designate Room 3 at the 
Myerstown Community Center as a meeting/seminar room that will be used for borough 
meetings/seminars and will be rented out to the public for a fee.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve for the former library room at the 
Myerstown Community Center as the location for the Myerstown Heritage Center.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to revoke the handicapped parking space at 44 
East Main Avenue.  Motion carried.  

A discussion was held regarding the earlier presentation by Ms. Mastropietro of the Church World 
Service about the refugee resettlement resolution.  President Rittle expressed concern that he didn’t 
want the Borough held accountable for anything beyond allowing the resettlement of refugees, and 
that there wasn’t enough specific information presented to Council.  Park W. Haverstick, II stressed 
that the resettlement was happening before without the need for consent, and that this would simply 
be continuing the status quo.  Solicitor Leonard read the executive order and explained how it applies 
to local municipalities and the Borough.  After further discussion, Park W. Haverstick, II moved and 
Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve the drafting of a resolution consenting to allowing the 
resettlement of refugees in the Borough in accordance with the federal executive order.  On a roll call 
vote, Bryan L. Rittle – yes; Michael D. Behm – yes; Park W. Haverstick, II – yes; Eric L. Powell – no; 
Ronald L. Ream – yes; Jeffrey L. Thomas – yes; Dana Reich – yes.  Motion carried.  Eric L. Powell 
expressed concern that he thought the action was a political one and wanted to know what other 
Lebanon County municipalities were doing about this situation.  Park W. Haverstick, II said he felt 
Council was being forced into making a controversial decision because it is political if they do take 
action, and it is political if they don’t take action, and that ultimately they are maintaining the status 
quo. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough. 

James Rittle of the Union Kanaal Grundsau Lodsch No. 17 requested for the annual Groundhog Day 
event at the Myerstown Recreation Area to be held on Saturday, February 1, 2020, because February 2 
falls on a Sunday.  Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve for the 
Groundhog Day event to be held on Saturday, February 1, 2020.  Motion carried.  
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Dane Bicher of 425 S. Broad St. thanked Council for answering his questions about the budget, and 
thanked Mayor Ebling for her many dedicated years of service for the Borough of Myerstown.  All in 
attendance agreed with Dane’s sentiments and joined in thanking Mayor Ebling with a round of 
applause.  

Seeing none, he asked for a motion to adjourn.  Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded 
to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                       
 Michael R. McKenna, MPA 

        Borough Manager/Secretary             

 

 

 

 


